BIRTH     OF     A     PARTY

aims and demands of the Labour movement." Indeed,
although the eight proposed resolutions contained
detailed provision for the financial basis of the new
organisation, and for its relation to the Trades Union
Congress, from first to last there was no mention of
Socialism. In spite of which, on the proposed Labour
Representation Committee of twenty-eight, with twelve
representatives of the Unions and ten of the Co-operative
Societies, there were to be two representatives of the
I.L.P., two of the S.D.F., and two of the Fabians.
Altogether, the decisions which MacDonald had per-
suaded the preparatory Committee to accept, were at
once extremely illogical and admirably practical. The
Conference followed them with remarkable fidelity.

This fateful assemblage met in the Memorial Hall,
Faringdon Street, on February 27 and 28, 1900. It had
some dangerous moments to surmount. There was the
inevitable resolution which would have restricted the
Committee to working merely for the return of working-
class Liberals, " sympathetic with the aims and demands
of the Labour movement." There was the equally
inevitable proposal of the Social Democratic Federation,
that the new organisation should be "based upon the
recognition of the class-war," and should "have for its
ultimate object the socialisation of the means of pro-
duction, distribution and exchange." Both were rejected
in favour of the middle course, already laid down by
MacDonald in his preparatory draft, and now moved
by Hardie, which proposed a " distinct Labour group in
Parliament who should have their own Whips and agree
upon their policy." The new party was to be neither
Liberal nor Socialist, but Labour. The strategy had been
MacDonald's. Its results are written across every page
of subsequent British history.
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